Acquired laryngomalacia as a cause of obstructive sleep apnea.
We describe a patient who, 4 years after a radical neck dissection and radiotherapy, presented with obstructive sleep apnea; upon bronchoscopy, he was found to have acquired laryngomalacia. Inspiration induced upper airway obstruction due to a large flaccid epiglottis, large aryepiglottic folds, and edema of the supraglottic area. We suggest that acquired laryngomalacia can lead to obstructive sleep apnea. Patients with obstructive sleep apnea after radical neck dissection need to be evaluated for laryngomalacia with fiberoptic laryngobronchoscopy. Examination of the upper airway is useful to determine the nature and extent of any upper airway collapse.